CHAPTEB X, HINDU   FESTIVALS.
.   (Parvani.)
"The birthdays of the gods, and the coronation days of the Manus (legislators and saints), must be punctually observed, with worship and fastings. By this purity of mind and happiness will accrue, and sin will, to a large extent, be destroyed." (Dharma pannam.)
" He who observes not approved customs and he who regards
not prescribed duties.......is to be avoided with great care."
(Manu, iii. 165, 166.)
IT does not need a very lengthened stay in India to enable a resident there to find out how devoted its people are to the keeping up the numerous and varied festivals, prescribed by custom or religion. It sometimes requires much patience to quietly submit to the inconveniences caused by demands for leave of absence to celebrate this or that feast. And yet these festivals are not without their bright side. They are periods of rest and enjoyment in the lives of many who have not much brightness in their existence; and in this respect, at least, they serve one of the purposes for which the Sabbath was appointed. It is pleasant to think of the dull plodding round of toil being broken, now and then, in the life of the Hindus by a little rest and enjoyment; although it might be desired that the events commemorated were often other than they are, both in origin and in the manner of commemoration.